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illustrated. 1839 edition. Excerpt: . . . their counsels. The view now given of the writers meaning appears amply
accordant with the declared design of heaven in effecting the event. This was to cause a dispersion of the
multitudes congregated at Babylon; an end which did not require for its accomplishment the instantaneous
formation of new languages, but simply such a confusion in the utterance of the old, as should naturally lead to
misapprehension, discord, and division. The dialectic discrepancies, however, thus originating, though perhaps
not very great at first, would become gradually more and more marked, as men became more widely
separated from each other, and by the influence of climate, laws, customs, religion, and various other causes,
till they finally issued in substantially different languages. As this is the simplest, so it is perhaps the most
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probable there will always adhere some points of obscurity to task and to baffle the researches of the learned.
2. As they journeyed from the East. Heb. in their breakings-up, or remo, ings. The term is peculiar, being almost
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