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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Century and the School, Lecture: Read Before
the National Educational Association, at Atlanta, Ga We are told by philologists that our forefathers in making
the myths which we find in their poetry and legends were wiser than they knew. In these myths modern
philology has discovered wonderful truths. It professes to know more about Apollo than the Greeks, more about
Jupiter than the Romans, and more about Thor than the Saxons of the North. When it is thus the practice to
invest ancient myths with modern meaning, we may be allowed to select one of these myths for the purpose of
this paper, and try to find in ancient lore the foreshadowing of a modern view. There is no story more prevalent
in northern mythology, than that of little beings, gifted with extraordinary powers. In the tales of Scotland and
of old England the little Brownies play an important part. They sweep the floor which the servant has neglected,
they do the work which the lazy mortal has forgotten to do. They are the working spirits, the little active
principles. So in the mythology of the Norse peoples, the giants and Gods, powerful in stature and deeds, seem
in reality dependent for their weapons, armor, and all their worldly goods upon the diligence of those little
dwarfs, who are the types of wisdom and industry. To their skill the gods and giants owe the arms by which
alone they retain power and sway. And yet these little beings live removed from the eyes of the world and from
the light of day. In modest retirement they are the guardians of the highest treasures of...
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