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Eight of the twenty nations of Latin America actually declared war on Germany: Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. Five other Latin American states broke off diplomatic
relations with Germany: Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru and Uruguay. Salvador declared
herself in favor of benevolent neutrality toward the United States, which permitted the use of her territorial
ports and waters by the war-ships of the United States and the Allies. The six remaining neutral nations:
Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Paraguay and Venezuela, either by the statements of their Executives or by
resolutions passed by their Congresses, or again by the pro-ally tone of the majority of their leading
newspapers, and finally by the utterances of their most representative statesmen, also expressed themselves in
favor of Pan American solidarity. It would be unfair to consider the attitude assumed by these neutral countries
as antagonistic to the international policy of the United States and the Allies, and it should be interpreted as the
decision in exercise of their sovereignty consistently to maintain their attitude in the absence of specific wrongs
committed against them which would have jeopardized their national interests. When the German submarines
sank two Argentine vessels that Republic earnestly demanded immediate reparation from Germany and the
promise to respect Argentine shipping, to which Germany was compelled to agree. She refused a few months
later to make a similar arrangement with Peru, and the result of her refusal was that this country broke off
diplomatic relations with the German Empire. The Argentine as well as the Columbian Congresses passed
resolutions in condemnation of the German...
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