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represents the minimum time since the surface was glaciated. This age is based on the age of the oldest trees,
plus an estimated interval required for the formation of humus, plus evidence of an ancient fire, plus an
interval of deposition of pyroclastics. The estimate of the date when Nisqually Glacier began to retreat from its
maximum advance is based upon the ages of the oldest trees plus an interval of 5 years estimated as the time
required for the establishment of trees on stable moraines. This interval was derived from a study of the ages of
trees growing at locations of known past positions of the glacier. Reconnaissance studies were made on
moraines formed by Emmons and Tahoma Glaciers. Preliminary analyses of these data suggest that Emmons
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