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two years married as many as twenty, thirty, or more wives; while there are women, not far advanced in age,
who have been wives to a dozen or more men successively. Lane even heard of men who had been in the habit
of taking a new wife almost every month.1 Burckhardt knew Arabs about forty-five years old who had had
more than fifty different wives.2 Snouck Hurgronje states, on the other hand, that separation is rare in Acheh, in
Sumatra, as compared with other Muhammadan countries; 8 and among the Muhammadans of India,
according to Mr. Gait, the husband seldom exercises his right to divorce his wife without any special reason.4
This may be due to Hindu influence. With orthodox Hindus marriage is a religious sacrament which cannot be
revoked. A woman convicted of adultery may be deprived of her status and turned out of her caste, but even in
this case divorce in the ordinary sense is an impossibility; she cannot form a new connection and, often at least,
remains in her husband s house on the footing of a slave.5 Again, the only remedy which a blameless wife has
against an offending husband is to obtain a decree for her separate maintenance, such decree being
practically equivalent...
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