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.words, to assign to his reader sufficiently probable and natural
reasons why the Trojans did actually spare his life, and did not,
as might have been expected, execute such summary judgment
upon him as Diomede and Ulysses executed upon Dolon under
similar circumstances. Accordingly, the first words which he puts
into the mouth of Sinon are a thrilling exclamation of despair, a
piteous cry for mercy, Heu I quae nunc tellus, frc. This has the
effect of staying the uplifted sword, of averting the first and
instant danger, compressus et omnis Impetus; they encourage
him to speak, to tell who he is, and why he should not meet the
captive s doom; Sinon respires, recovers his self-possession, and
endeavoring to make good his ground, and strengthen the
favorable impression produced by his first words, says, that he
was the friend of that Palamedes, of whose...
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