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definite and tangible facts, and advances by tracing their myriad relations until they are lost in the great
complex of things. So politics starts with the government which, in final analysis, is a determinate number of
persons in a political community charged with certain public duties, and it advances to a consideration of the
phenomena which condition the organization and operations of the government. It is evident at a casual
glance that oEicial performances are not really separable from other actions of the governmental agents
themselves or from many of the actions of citizens at large. For instance, the declaration of war against Spain
was a political act, but clearly it was only an incident in the sum total of events which led up to the armed
conflict. For months before the oEicial proceeding, social forces had been gathering strength, and impinging
on the minds of persons charged with transmuting the feeling and will of the nation into the legal state of war.
It was by a mere formal process that social realities passed over into political facts. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
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We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
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