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brilliant. Though I was a king, I had never seen such a precious
stone. I accepted it, and made the merchant many rich presents,
and gave him passports for the roads; that throughout my
empire no one should ask him any duties; that he should meet
kindness, and be treated with attention wherever he went; that
he should be waited on and have guards for his protection, and
that they should consider any loss he might experience as their
own. The merchant attended the audience constantly, and was
well versed in the forms of respect due to royalty; his
conversation was eloquent, and the anecdotes he related were
worth hearing. I used to send for the Ruby daily from the jewel
office, and amuse myself by looking at it at the time of public
audience. (152) Budukhshan is a part of the grand province...
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