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used to develop, implement, or modify existing school practices to identify special education students and
provide them with appropriate classroom services. Dr. Karen Rooks-Dotson chose to examine student
performance at one of the top-achieving neighborhood schools in Chicago. Focusing on the third grade, data
indicated that more than 10 of the students referred for individual evaluations did not qualify for a specialized
program and were in jeopardy of failing. Dr. Rooks-Dotson supported the concept that every child is capable of
learning and that help should be available to students and teachers in strengthening specific reading skills and
in providing appropriate instructional materials. With the assistance of a revised local School-Based Problem-
Solving (SBPS) procedure, she believes that every child would master his or her learning objectives and meet
current academic standards set by the state school system. The major accomplishments and achievements
made during the implementation of her applied dissertation showed that the restructured program worked in
improving student performance and that the proposed hypotheses were effective. Results also indicated that
similar SBPS processes would likely benefit other schools in situations similar to the targeted elementary school
and increase student achievement.
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