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to Celebrated Pictures For twenty-five years I have prepared an annual volume of Select Notes on the
International Sunday-School lessons. But as Paul died daily, so I die yearly; and it has been the dream and hope
of my later life to fill out the omitted chapters and verses, improve and revise the past work up to date, and
make a permanent commentary on the New Testament. The plan is to bring the latest, the most scholarly and
the best light upon the Bible, in a condensed and practical form, into the pulpit, the Sunday-school and the
home. I have been encouraged to hope that this work would not be useless from the fact that the total sale of
the select notes approaches a million copies. On consulting, however, with booksellers and publishers, the
opinion was almost unanimous that such a commentary must not be too large. This necessitates the leaving
out of the illustrations, which many testify to as especially helpful in my previous volumes. It was therefore
decided to publish the illustrations in separate volumes, of which this volume is the third one issued. It is thus
possible to furnish a greatly increased number of illustrations, and literary references, which have been selected
with care from a large and growing accumulation. In the preface to a new department in the Biblical World,
Material from English Literature Illustrative of the International Sunday-School Lessons, it was excellently said
that it is always a stimulating and liberalizing influence to discover how life itself, or any theory...
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