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Cancer -- Prevention -- Technological innovations. Excerpt: . . . 9 Ch. | - Summarya Table 2. - Summary of
Cancer-Associated Environmental Factors - Continued Range of estimates b associated with factor Factor Sites
considered in drawing the estimates Less than 7-3 percent Natural radiation Skin, breast, thyroid, lung, bone,
blood ( leukemia ) There is no doubt that natural radiation, consisting of ionizing radiation from cosmic rays
and radioactive materials, can cause cancer. While disagreements persist regarding the amount of risk
associated with low-level ionizing radiation, the estimates generally agree within one order of magnitude.
Ultraviolet radiation from the Sun is believed responsible for most of the 400, 000 nonmelanoma skin cancers.
These tumors are not usually included in quantitative estimates of cancer rates because they are poorly
recorded and generally curable. They are not included here. Less than 1-2 percent Possibly all sites Consumer
products Substances known to be carcinogenic are present in consumer products at usually very low levels. The
extent to which they contribute to the overall cancer rate is uncertain. () All sites Unknown associations Many
substances have not been tested for carcinogenicity and associations between some of those substances and
cancer may exist. Furthermore, substances newly introduced into the environment may have an impact in the
future. In particular, there is concern that point sources of pollutants, such as dumps, may be contributing to
cancer. Because the associations are unknown, the estimate is uncertain but it is certainly not...
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